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Furman ALUMNI NEWS
Matthew and Linda Murphy Kall, 
a daughter, Georgia Eoghan, September 
16. They live in Franklin Square, N.Y. Linda 
is an associate buyer for Ralphlauren.com. 
Ellison and Kerrie Seltenheim Patten, 
a daughter, Lillian Paige, January 31, 2010. 
They live in Med!eld, Mass.
Kevin and Krista Stewart, a daughter, 
Ansley Kate, September 13. They live in 
Dahlonega, Ga., where Kevin is an adapted 
physical education teacher for the Lumpkin 
County School System and coaches foot-
ball and golf. He recently completed his 
Ed.D. degree in educational administration 
through Georgia Southern University.
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BIRTHS: Keith and Amy Strickland 
Gunter, a son, Noah Keith, November 25, 
2009, Kennesaw, Ga.
Mike and Lauren Smith Hillesheim, 
a son, Quinton Michael, April 21, Denver, 
Colo.
Peter and Emily Newton Murphy, 
a daughter, Ann Elizabeth, October 21, 
Greenville. Emily is director of development 
services at Furman.
John and Katherine Fitch Pennylegion, 
a son, Cole Atticus, October 27, St. Louis, 
Mo.
                                                                                                                                
00
Ethan Friddle is director of the United 
Ministries Learning Center’s General 
Education Diploma program in Greenville. 
He is studying for a master’s degree at 
Clemson University that will enable him 
to be a licensed professional counselor. 
MARRIAGES: Jeff Hayes and Krista 
Green ’02, October 16. They live in 
Greenville. 
Alicia Dawn Williams and William 
Nicholas Eatmon, September 18. They live 
in Morehead City, N.C. Nick is director of 
golf operations and assistant manager at 
Morehead City Golf Course, and Alicia 
is a kindergarten teacher at White Oak 
Elementary School. 
BIRTHS: Jeff and Brittany Williams 
Burnett, a son, Hiatt Stone, October 1. 
They live in Atlanta. Jeff is a criminal 
investigator with the U.S. Army, and 
Brittany is the campaign director at 
United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta.
Chris and Megan Pinniger ’10 Colvin, 
a daughter, Lanie Clare, July 7. Chris is an 
associate director of athletics at Furman.
Jason and Kristin Blackwell Foster, 
a son, Braddock Macrae, August 20. They 
live in Ooltewah, Tenn.
Brian and Sadie Aycock ’02 Krawczyk, 
a son, Benaiah Douglas, February 19, 
2010. Brian is the campus pastor for 
Grace Fellowship Church in Snellville, Ga. 
Sadie recently completed her MBA with 
a concentration in accounting from Brenau 
University.
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THIS YEAR IS REUNION!
Jael Gadsden’s CD “Coming Full Circle” 
is available at www.cdbaby.com/cd/jael 
and on ITunes. Learn more at her website, 
www.jaelgadsden.com.   
Republican Josh McKoon, an attorney 
in Columbus, Ga., was elected to the State 
Senate in November. He represents District 
29 and becomes the senate’s youngest 
member.
Rachel May Snell and her husband, 
Christopher, live in Colorado Springs, Colo. 
Rachel is a doctor of physical therapy with 
the U.S. Army.
BIRTHS: Michael ’98 and Ginger 
Turpen Carnahan, a son, Brennan 
Charles, January 19, 2010, Durham, N.C.
Luke and Whitney Brown Cawley, 
a son, Jackson, March 4, 2010. They live
in Stoke-on-Trent, England. 
Stephen and Kristen Evensen Harter, 
a son, Samuel Dean, June 21. They live
in Acworth, Ga.
Eric and Meredith Cumbee Hipp, a son, 
James Noah, September 16. Meredith is an 
intensive care nurse in Columbia, S.C., and 
a graduate student in the acute care nurse 
practitioner program at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity School of Nursing.
Drew and Annie Wood Parker, a 
son, James Robert, September 29, 2009, 
Greenville.
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Jolly Welch Johnson has become 
development director for the Cystic 
Fibrosis Foundation Carolinas Chapter
in Charlotte, N.C. 
MARRIAGES: Blake Bommelje and 
John Keegan, November 14, 2009. They 
live in Alexandria, Va.
Clair Travis and Kenneth Sauer, 
September 25. They live in Chattanooga, 
Tenn., where they are United Methodist 
ministers.
BIRTHS: Brad ’04 and Elizabeth Coker 
Hamlett, a daughter, Anne Louise, 
October 18. They live in Greenville.
Alan and Pamela Rowe Jenkins, a son, 
Grant Rowe Jenkins, January 11, 2010, 
Charlotte, N.C. 
Jeff and Carla Larkin, a son, Owen
Alexander, September 16, Knoxville, Tenn.
Joseph ’03 and Elizabeth Wright 
Osborn, a son, Everett Joseph, October 
11. They live in Greer, S.C.
Matthew and Lauren White Steele, 
a son, Colin Robert, January 21, 2010. 
They live in Bellevue, Wash.
Jonathan and Rebecca Neal Tompkins, 
a son, Edward Douglas, May 12, Myrtle 
Beach, S.C. Rebecca has become director 
of communications for SPM Resorts, Inc., 
a timeshare management company.
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Emily Ball of Mars Hill, N.C., is pursuing 
a master’s degree in public affairs at 
Western Carolina University. During the 
fall she was an intern with the U.S. Inter-
agency Council on Homelessness, which 
develops and implements the Obama 
administration’s efforts to combat 
homelessness. Emily previously worked 
as an AmeriCorps VISTA volunteer in 
Asheville, N.C.
Sarah Brown completed the National 
Teaching Fellowship with Citizen Schools 
and now works as a recruiter for the 
organization in New York City.
Angela Christian was recently promoted 
to customer service supervisor at Verizon 
Wireless and has relocated to the Green-
ville area. She expects to complete her 
MBA in management this academic year.
Abigail Simon Lyle of Fort Lauderdale, 
Fla., is currently a law clerk to United States 
District Judge William P. Dimitrouleas 
’73 in the Southern District of Florida.
MARRIAGES: Melissa Hobbs and 
Joel Hibbard, June 26. They live in 
Charlottesville, Va., where Melissa teaches 
English as a Second Language to high 
school students.
Jessica Livingston Trammell (M.A.) 
and Scott Charles Zannini, June 26. She 
is a teacher, and he is a senior technical 
recruiter at Principle Solutions Group. 
They live in Atlanta.
BIRTH: Bradley and  Neely Tesseneer 
Benton, a son, Thomas Athen, August 8, 
Los Angeles.
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Susanna Eiland has joined the Ellen 
and James S. Marcus Institute for Vocal 
Arts at the Juilliard School in New York 
as the vocal arts curriculum and projects 
administrator.
BIRTHS: John and Kay Parham 
Alexander, a son, James Parham 
Alexander, August 27. They live in Atlanta.
Jason and Erica Sutton Culbertson, 
a daughter, Lila Katherine, August 9. Erica 
is a district lead English for Speakers of 
Other Languages teacher in Laurens 
County, S.C., and Jason is a senior vice 
president for the National Institute for 
Excellence in Teaching.
SANDRA TRUITT FIELD’S career 
has taken her from high school 
choral teacher to music educa-
tion professor, professional singer, 
and even !rst runner-up to Miss 
America. But her latest job — a 
“volunteer” post that came after 
she “retired” in 2007 — keeps her 
busier than ever, and allows her 
to share her love of the arts in a 
uniquely ful!lling way.
Field, a 1978 Furman 
graduate, is president of the board 
of trustees for Juilliard in Aiken, 
a one-of-a-kind, weeklong arts 
festival which this year is slated 
for March 5–11. The event brings 
students, faculty and alumni from 
New York’s Juilliard School, which 
many consider to be America’s 
premier performing arts institution, 
to Aiken, S.C., for public performances, master classes, 
in-school workshops and other events. 
“Juilliard does not do this with any other com-
munity,” Field says. “They travel and perform in other 
parts of the nation and world, but there is no organized 
festival anywhere else, so we feel tremendously fortu-
nate to have this kind of partnership with them.”
The unlikely partnership began when Steven 
Naifeh and Gregory White Smith, Harvard-trained 
lawyers and authors whose biography of Jackson 
Pollock won the Pulitzer Prize, decided to donate their 
home in Aiken to the Juilliard School. They wanted the 
historic 60-room mansion, Joye Cottage, to serve as a 
retreat for Juilliard students, faculty and alumni. 
“They are passionate about the arts and felt that 
by giving to the world’s premier conservatory, they 
were in fact supporting the arts and our community
in a very signi!cant way,” Field says.
In a Juilliard news release, Naifeh and Smith said 
there “is nothing compared to Juilliard’s gift to the 
world. And we are fortunate, indeed, to live in a 
community that shares our support for arts education 
and our belief, which is Juilliard’s belief, that the pursuit 
of excellence — in the arts, as in everything — can truly 
improve lives.”
FIELD’S VISION INSPIRES ANNUAL ARTS FESTIVAL ..........................................................................................................................
That’s the philosophy Field wanted to build on 
when she proposed the festival idea to Naifeh and 
Smith. The goal was to strengthen the community’s 
relationship with Juilliard and to boost arts education 
and quality of life for area residents. Last year, more 
than 2,500 children participated in Juilliard in Aiken 
outreach programs.
This year’s festival will feature 39 artists — 
21 musicians, eight actors and 10 dancers. “It’s the 
!rst year we’ll have artists from all divisions of the 
school,” Field says. Performers will include faculty 
chair and organist Paul Jacobs, plus a jazz quintet, 
vocal quartet, string quintet and two pre-college 
artists, among others.
Field, who grew up in Hickory, N.C., began as 
a music education major at Furman. She planned to 
become a choral conductor and educator, but during 
her senior year music professor Bruce Schoonmaker 
directed her in the opera The Old Man and The Thief 
and encouraged her to pursue performance. She went 
on to Northwestern University in Evanston, Ill., where 
she earned a master’s degree in voice performance, 
began working as a soloist for opera companies and 
choral organizations, and spent a year teaching in 
a high school.
She also became Miss Illinois 1981, 
and her performance of an aria from 
Carmen propelled her to the high !nish 
in that year’s Miss America pageant. After 
spending a year doing appearances, she 
moved to New York and worked as a singer 
and actress. She eventually returned to 
teaching and earned her doctorate in 
music education at Columbia University 
Teachers College.
In 1999 Field was hired to develop 
a music education degree at the University 
of South Carolina-Aiken. She taught and 
directed three choral ensembles before 
retiring from her tenured position in 2007.
At the time she anticipated living a 
more leisurely life, but soon her friendship 
with Naifeh and Smith, and her idea for 
Juilliard in Aiken, had her working harder 
than ever. “I never realized the extent 
of the responsibilities,” she says of her 
new role. “But I knew it would be a wonderful 
opportunity for the community, and it would also 
be personally ful!lling.”
The inaugural festival was held in 2009, and 
despite the struggling economy, the community 
embraced the program and helped ensure its success. 
Now, Field’s dream is to build Juilliard in Aiken into 
a regional event that brings visitors from surrounding 
areas to see the high-caliber artists — and to enjoy 
Aiken’s picturesque scenery and historic, small-
town charm.
Most importantly, she hopes the festival will 
inspire people of all ages and encourage more support 
for the arts. “School budgets are being cut every year, 
and the arts often get cut the most,” she says. “If we 
can help our schools by enriching the arts curriculum, 
then we’ve improved education. And we know the arts 
have a positive effect on quality of life, so our goal is 
to provide cultural offerings that are enriching to all.”
— LEIGH GAUTHIER SAVAGE
Visit http://juilliardinaiken.com to learn more. 
Photo by Phil Jones.
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